Hpw-rey ^ i mon Arno 1 d&Wh i Te 



3524743701 



03/15/03 01:34P P . ©01 



HOWREY 
SIMDM 

& WHITE 



HOWRGY 



750 Rnuisu Drovi- 
Hoi.kios.TX 77057-219* 
Pi lost 713.7X7.4400 
Fax 7 13.^87. 144<1 

A l imh m Ijrtim rrv pani vi-kYit* 



FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION PROM: 952.474.3701 
If any difficulties occur during transmission, 952.4743701 



DATE: 



TO: 



August 15, 2003 



FILE: ESPD:200 



Examiner Scott Bushey, Group Art Unit 1724 



COMPANY: United States Patent and Trademark Office 



703-872-9310 



Mark L. Gleason 



FAX NO.: 

FROM: 

RETURN 

ORIGINAL 

TO: 



NO. OF PAGES TO FOLLOW: 2 



SENDER'S 

PHONE: 952-474-370] 
FLOOR: 



ORIGINAL: WILL NOT FOLLOW 



COMMENTS: 

Serial Number 10/087,554 

Response to orifice action 



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE 

The document? accompanying this facsimile transmission contain information from the law firm qfHowrey Simon Arnold & 
White, LLP which may he confidential and/or privileged. The information is intended to be for the use of the Individual or entity 
named on this transmission sheet. If you are not me intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use 
of the contents of this faxed information is prohibited. If you hove received this facsimile In error, please notify us by telephone 
immediately so that we can arrange for the retrieval of the original documents at no cost to you. 

Received from < 9524743701 >at»15!03 3:27:45 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



Hp wire y ^imon Arno 1 d&Wh i te 



3524743701 



08/15/03 01:34P P . 002 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION 
37 C.F.R 1 ,8 

1 hereby certify thai this correspondence is being transmiucd to the United States Patent and 
Tradcmark.Officc at ftdWyibcr 703-^2-9310 , on ihc date below. 

CJale ' V Signature 

PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: 
Rhea ct al 

Serial No.: 10/087,554 

Confirmation No.: 2143 

Filed: March 1,2002 

For: DEVICE AND METHOD FOR 
INDICATING THE AMOUNT OF 
WATER CONTAINED IN A 
HUMIDIFIER WATER BOTTLE 

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION DATED JULY 16, 2003 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This paper is submitted as a response to the office action dated July 16, 2003. 
Reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested. The Commissioner is authorized to 
deduct any fees required for any reason relating to this paper under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 to 1.21 
from Howrey Simon Arnold & White Deposit Account No. 01-2508, Order No. 
10872.0200.NPUSOO. 

Please associate this application with customer number 26720 
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ELECTION/RESTRICTION 



This paper responds to the office action mailed April 22, 2003 ("the office action"). The 
applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the present application in light of the following 
remarks. 

Sections 1-4 of the office action alleged that the application contains claims directed to 8 
patentably distinct species of the claimed invention (Species A-H). The office action further 
required election of a single species for prosecution on the merits. 

In response to the election requirement, Applicants elect Species A, corresponding to 
Figure 2, Claims 1, 2, 5, 11, 12 and 15 are believed to be readable on the elected species. The 
office action noted that claims 1 and 1 5 appear to be generic, and further states that applicant is 
entitled to consideration of claims to additional species that are written in dependent form or 
otherwise include all the limitations of an allowed generic claim. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attorney at 952.474,3701 with any 
questions, comments or suggestions relating to the referenced patent application. 




Reg. No. 3$998 
Attorney for Applicants 



HOWREY SIMON ARNOLD & WHITE 



750 Bering Drive 
Houston, Texas 77057 
(952) 474-3701 
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